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The Carbine Club – 53
rd

 AFL Luncheon 

The CC was delighted to welcome guests from Sister Clubs 

CCHK, SIN, QLD, NSW, SA & WA to the 53
rd

 AFL Grand 

Final luncheon which was held at Crown on Tuesday 27 

September. 

As part of the action packed day John “the Rat” Platten and 

Paul “Fish” Salmon were  inducted as Carbine Footy 

Legends, both with fantastic playing careers and two terrific 

personalities making them worthy inductees . It was very 

much a case of the long and the short of it! 

 

 

 

President Graeme Johnson welcomed our Patron the Hon Linda 

Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria and her husband Judge Anthony 

Howard, AFL Commission Chairman Mike Fitzpatrick, other 

distinguished guests, and  CC members and their guests, swelling the 

crowd to more than 800. 

He made special reference to the Carbine Club funded Future Talent 

Program at the VIS, which provides scholarships to emerging young 

athletes from Victoria.  

(Special thanks to Gordon Bennett for the wonderful photos from the AFL Luncheon and for the collage of 

photos of Max Walker later in this newsletter). 
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Five of these young people, graduates of the Program, were in attendance, including Shooting Gold Medal 

winner Catherine Skinner & Synchronised Diving Bronze medallist, Anabelle Smith. They were flanked by 

4 other medallists from the RIO Olympics and all were presented to the audience on stage & interviewed in 

a great segment, by Leon Wiegard. Leon’s first question was to 16yo Clay Target Shooter Aislin Jones, 

saying “RIO, that was your first time overseas I suppose”, to which with great poise the young lady 

responded, “No, I have been overseas 5 times this year, prior to the Olympics!”. 

MC Brian Taylor, ably supported by Michael Roberts, then did a circuit of the tables, stopping to chat and 

banter with several of the great personalities present. To the entertainment of all, they repeated the exercise 

when we resumed, following the main course. 

To conclude proceedings, three generations of the Weidemans, Murray, son Mark & grandson Sam, who 

debuted for Melbourne FC this year,  were introduced on stage and enjoyed a colourful chat with BT. 

Murray, as per his playing days, required some serious intervention by BT to wrestle him away from the 

mic! 
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A great atmosphere prevailed in the Crown Palladium Room  post lunch, with members and guests taking 

the chance to mingle, many introducing themselves to the young Olympians and their families and 

partners, all of whom remained and remarked upon what a great experience, the Carbine lunch had been. 
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VALE-MAX WALKER AM 

Little did we know as we enjoyed each other’s company at last Tuesday’s Grand Final lunch, that we were 

about to lose one of our favourite sons, in Max Walker. 

Max had been fighting a very private battle with cancer for three years, maintaining his trademark spirit 

and wide grin, to the end. His is a very sad loss for us all. 

A Past President, Committee man, MC and all round contributor to the Carbine Club, Max had his finest 

hour with us when he hosted our special 2015 Cricket World Cup Lunch, before a packed audience in the 

MCC Members Dining Room. Max was in sparkling form that day, having devoted many hours of his time 

working closely with the CC Committee, to ensure the event was a success. Which it was, and it is so good 

to have those great memories of him, amongst the many others. 

Taken too soon, he was a man of great depth and humility, very giving of himself to others, much of it 

going unheralded, which was his preference. He will be sorely missed. 

The Club will present a special tribute to Max at the Derby Eve lunch, later this month. 

A few of us were privileged to be invited to attend a private funeral service for Max, where his wife Kerry, 

family and friends, made known how much they have appreciated the messages of support and condolence 

they have received, from around Australia and many parts of the world. 
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CARBINE CLUB OF NZ  2016 POST OLYMPIC LUNCHEON 

The Carbine Club of NZ held a very successful Post Olympic luncheon at AUT Millennium on the 16th 

September.   

Carbine Club member Mike Stanley spoke from his perspective as NZOC President providing a 

number of facts, figures and insights into the logistics of sending the team.   This was followed by 

fellow Carbine Club member and Rio Chef de Mission, Rob Waddell speaking about his role as Chef 

de Mission and the behind the scenes work to ensure the competitors had the best possible 

environment within which to operate.  He also spoke of New Zealand’s legacy to children of one of 

the Brazilian favelas.    

Mike Stanley then interviewed pole vaulter, Eliza McCartney, her coach, Jeremy McColl, 

weightlifter Tracey Lambrechs, her coach, Dr Adam Storey, runner Lucy Oliver and sailor Gemma 

Jones.     It was fascinating to hear memorable aspects of the Games from each of the athletes and 

coaches and their future plans.   

 

                   Tracey Lambrechs    Eliza McCartney         Lucy Oliver            Gemma Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Diary -  2016 

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR SECRETARIES/CONTRIBUTORS: 

A number of recent events have been & gone without a report for 

“The Carbiner” – all reports and contributions are welcomed, 

finished or unfinished articles – we can polish at this end if needed!   
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The 
Carbine Club- 

Melbourne 

 

28 Oct – 54th Derby Eve Luncheon 

13 Dec – Members Christmas Function 

Overseas Clubs 
PNG 

22 Oct – Cox Plate Day, Aviat Club 

18 Nov- Lae Members Lunch, Huon Club 

2 Dec – Christmas Cocktail Party, Crowne Plaza 

Singapore 
 11 Nov – All Sports Luncheon, Grand Hyatt 

16 Dec- Christmas Luncheon, Grand Hyatt 

Vanuatu 
 

New Zealand 
1 Nov – Carbine Club Trophy, Auckland Racing 

Club 

4 Dec – Christmas Barbecue, Greenlane 

London 
 

Hong Kong  
 28 Oct- Cricket Sixes Luncheon 

   9 Dec – International Races Luncheon 

Australian Clubs 
WA 

21 Oct Members Only Lunch, Richardson Hotel 

18 Nov – Racing Luncheon, Hyatt Hotel 

NT 
 28 Oct – Cox Plate Luncheon 
2 Dec – Christmas Dinner 

NSW 
13 Oct – Members +1 Dinner, Bellevue Hotel  
18 Nov- Cricket Lunch.SCG 
9 Dec- EOY Christmas Lunch, SCG (M+1) 

SA 

23 Nov – Test Cricket Lunch, Adelaide Oval 

QLD 
TBA Nov – Members Christmas Function 

13 Dec- Cricket Luncheon, Cricket Club, ‘Gabba 

TAS 
 

ACT 
7 Oct- Tony Campbell Memorial Cup Day, Thoroughbred Park 

28 Nov- Russell Parkes Memorial Golf Day, Royal Canberra 

9 Dec- AGM & Luncheon, Jim Murphy’s Boardroom 

 
Next year:   QLD -  10 January -  Magic Millions Lunch, Jupiter’s Casino;  NZ- 5th March Golf Tournament, Pakuranga Golf Club; 

         QLD – 18 March – Carbine Club Raceday, Gold Coast Turf Club        QLD - TBA April – AFL Lunch, Metricon Stadium 
NZ-26 May AGM & Members Luncheon, Remuera Golf Club 

 
 
 
 


